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In 1999, there was a book published
called The Things They Carry.

It was written by a gentleman by the name
of Tim O'Brien, and it was based upon his
experiences in the Vietnam War.

The title of the bookThe Things They
Carried is about the things that

soldiers carry into war. When they go to
battle, what is it that a soldier carries?
And he had some very interesting
observations in the book, and among them
is that the things that a soldier carries
are pictures of his wife and

girlfriend, a letter from back home from
his children or from his mother. He might
carry little trinkets, good luck things
in his pocket. He might have a crucifix
around his neck. He

also carries his emotions, and they can
be hate, confusion, nostalgia, fear,
despair, hopelessness and stress.

These are the things that a soldier
carries into battle. They're the things
that a soldier carries into battle in the
secular war. But we know that

through Scripture, we're told that we're
involved in a spiritual war, spiritual
warfare. And so what is it that we carry?
Well, the Bible tells us we have the full
armor of God, but we also have the

Holy Spirit within us. We have

Jesus leading us on to battle. And we
know that in any successful war,

and we know that the spiritual war will
be victorious for God, because

we're told that in scripture, but any
army,Any fighting force

needs a strong leader, and the leader
needs to be obeyed, and there needs to

be allegiance to that leader and what
that leader says. Our scripture

this morning comes from Deuteronomy, the
fifth chapter, verses six through 10.
Hear God's word. I am

the Lord your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. You shall have no other

gods before me. You shall not make for
yourself a carved image or any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above or
that is on the earth beneath, or that is
in the water under the earth. You shall
not bow down to them or serve them,

for I, the Lord, am

a jealous God, God visiting the

iniquity of the fathers of the children
to the third and fourth generation of
those who hate me. but

showing steadfast love to the thousands
of those who love me and keep my
commandments. Let's pray.

Dear Lord Jesus, we know that we are
called to serve you. We know that there
is a battle raging in this world, and we
know that you are the commander

of your army, and you will be

victorious. We pray that you will

equip us to keep fighting the

good fight, to follow your direction,
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and to have no other gods before us
except our Holy Father. We pray this in
Jesus' name, Amen. Amen.

Now, we read this morning, it's the

first of the 10 Commandments, and we read
it from Deuteronomy. Usually when

we look to the 10 Commandments, we look
to Exodus. The account of the 10
Commandments is identical in Deuteronomy
and Exodus. In Exodus, though, it's the
beginning of the journey of the

Hebrew people out of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, into the Sinai desert
and towards the Promised Land. In
Deuteronomy, we come to the end of the
journey. And this Deuteronomy

is usually regarded as Moses'

farewell address to the people that he's
been leading for the last 40 years.
They're at the doorstep of the Promised
Land. They're about to go in, and they're
about to take possession of it. But they
haven't gotten there yet. They're in the
land of Moab. And Moab,

the people of Moab, the Moabites, are
actually related to the Jews. They're
related to the Hebrew people. If you go
back in Genesis, you'll see that. And the
founding father of the tribe of Moab was
actually conceived in sin,

and these are not a people who follow
Yahweh. These are a people who have their
own God, and they follow Him. And
sometimes they're friendly with the Jews,
and sometimes they're not. It's kind of
an on-again, off-again thing. But here in
Deuteronomy, we have Moses' farewell
address to the people, and they're in
Moab, and Moses is not

going to live to go into the Promised
Land. Like everybody else that's been
wandering around in the desert for the
last 40 years, he sinned against the
Lord, and the wages of sin is in

fact death. And we need to remember

that death is not necessarily meant to be
a pretty thing. We look to as Christians,
we look to the resurrection, but death is
something to be taken seriously. And
Moses 1is going to die. He's going to die
in Moab. He brought the people out of
bondage in Egypt, out of the pagan

land, took them through the Sinai Desert,
and now they're in another pagan land,
Moab, and that's where he's going to die.
And after he dies, Joshua takes command,
and Joshua leads the people into the
Promised Land, and they take possession
of the Promised Land. And at the end of
the book of Joshua, Joshua says

something that's pretty similar to the
first of the Ten Commandments. What he
says is this. This comes from the 24th
chapter of Joshua, verses 14 and 15.
Joshua says, Now, therefore,

fear the Lord and serve Him in

sincerity and faithfulness. Put

away the gods that your father served
beyond the river and in Egypt, and serve
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the Lord. AndIf it

is evil in your eyes to serve the

Lord, choose this day whom you

will serve, whether the gods your father
served in the region beyond the river, or
the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you dwell. As for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord. And all the
people responded like, You rock, Joshua.
They made a promise that they were going
to honor God and God alone.

And now, after the book of Joshua, we
know that we have the book of Judges, and
things start to spiral down. It's kind of
a up and down thing with God's people.
Sometimes they're following them, and
other times, well, they follow the
desires of their own hearts. They

follow other gods. But God sends

people, the judges, to to bring them
back, bring them back to Him.

The period of Judges is, I think,
something like about 400 years. And
towards the end of this period, about
three gquarters of the way through the
period of Judges, we come to the

story of Naomi. And Naomi,

her story is told largely in the Book of
Ruth. And we think, Oh, Ruth. It's about
Ruth. Well, yes, the Book of Ruth is
about Ruth. It's also about Naomi.

The Book of Ruth is divided into six
sections. And I know if you open your
Bible and you look, well, there's four
chapters. Okay, well, get

beyond the four chapter part and actually
read what the text puts there, and you'll
find that there are six stories in the
book of Ruth. And Naomi is in each and
every one of those stories. And so you
could say that the book of Ruth is also
the story of Naomi as well as Ruth.

The book of Ruth has 84 verses.

And out of those 84 verses,

27 of them make some sort of a

mention of God in some way. A

third of the book of Ruth talks about
God. And so you could

say, well, the book of Ruth is the story
of Ruth. It's the story of Naomi. It's
the story of God. And that's what we need
to remember in Scripture. It's the story
of God. And one of the things that's said
about the book of Ruthis that it's a
story of common people in common
situations being led by the hand of

God. Now, in the book of

Ruth, as we look at the story of Naomi,
we see that Naomi is living with her
husband in the city of Bethlehem.

And there's a famine that comes across
the land. And famines are a pretty common
thing. They were common back then.
They're common in the world today. There
are a lot of ordinary things that go on
that we think are extraordinary,

but they're really not. This is the way
that things progress through the world.
Just this this past week, we had a
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shooting here in Reno where three

people were killed. And we say, Well,
that's not a common thing. But you know,
in New York City this past week, the same
thing happened. There's violence all
across our nation, all across this world.
And we look at things that happen like
famines and murders. We look at

them as things that are extraordinary,
but they are the things in the world. We
look at things like, for

example, women in other cultures,

how they're subservient and

held as virtual slaves. But

we need to remember that here in our
country we have domestic violence.

These things go on all the time. This is
not. A really happy world

for the people who are not in Christ.

So there's this famine that takes

place in Bethlehem,

and Naomi's husband takes her and their
sons into Moab. And while they're in
Moab, the sons marry and have

wives who are Moabites. They're not Jews,
they're people of Moab. And Naomi's
husband dies. And not only does he

die, but their two sons die. And now

it's Naomi and her two daughters-in-law.
And Naomi sees that

things have returned to a better

way of being in Bethlehem, and she
determines that she's going to go back to
Bethlehem and she's going to be with her
people, with the Jewish people. And she
starts out on her journey, throws
everything into the Toyota and takes off
down the interstate. And her

two daughters come to her and say, Wait a
second, wait wait just a minute.

We want to go with you. And what Naomi
tells her two daughters is,

Count the cost. She

gives them instructions about, Well, you
know, it might be better if you stayed
here in Moab where you have

family and you have your God.

You don't know what's going to happen if
you come with me back to Bethlehem. You
don't know what the future holds. Count
the cost. You decide. What are you going
to do?And one of the

daughter-in-laws, Orpah, says, I'm

going to go back. I'm going to go back to
my people, and I'm going to live in Moab.
And hopefully, I think she hopes that
things would return to a normal life

for her, with her family, and with

her God. Ruth, on the other hand,

says that she wants to come with Naomi.
She said, from all indications in the in
the scriptures, she also counted the
cost. It wasn't some frivolous thing
where she said, Well, you know, if Orca's
going to do this, I'm going to do the
opposite, and I'm going to go with you.
It doesn't appear that it was that way at
all, because when you look at the

second chapter of Ruth in the 11lth verse,
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there's an indication there that

Ruth's mother and father were still
alive. that she did, in fact, have
something to go back to, that she did
have a family. But Ruth decides

that she wants to continue with Naomi

to an uncertain future.

And she makes this compassion speech

to Ruth, which is what we...

Ruth makes this

compassion speech to Naomi, which was

our call to worship this morning. And she
says, Don't urge me to leave you or to
return from following you. For where you
go, I will go, and where you lodge, I
will lodge. Your people shall be my
people, and your God, my God. Where you
die, I will die, and there will I be
buried. May the Lord do so to me, and
more so, also, if anything other

than death parts me from you.

So she's really, really serious about
going to to this,

to to Bethlehem.

Why would she do that?Why would she

leave something that is more

certain to go somewhere that is less
certain?One of the answers to that

is relationship. She had

a relationship with Naomi. Naomi

had lived in Moab, had been among the
Moabite people. She knew them.

Ah She obviously had a good relationship
with her two daughters-in-law. And you
know, that's what our missionaries do.
When they go abroad, they they enter into
a relationship with where they're going.
And we support a lot of missionaries who
are overseas. And they go to countries
that sometimes they're able to get along
okay in the country. Sometimes they don't
get along very well in the country
because of local customs that

are anti-Christian. But

nevertheless, when they're there, they
establish a relationship with the people.
That's one of the things that's very
important about missionaries. And it's
not just missionaries that go abroad,

but it's also missionaries that are here
at home in the United States.
Missionaries that are working in our own
community, that are

representing Jesus Christ, to

people who don't know him, to people

who perhaps knew him at one time, but
have fallen away. This is one of the
things that missionaries do, is establish
relationships.

And one of the things that we read in the
in the quote from the book of Joshua, was
Joshua says, Decide this day whom

you will serve. And that's an important
thing, because it's not just that
missionaries go and they create a
relationship with the people that they're
ministering to. But they want to to
represent Jesus Christ.

They want people to see that Christ is
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the better way. They want people to

come out of the slavery and bondage in
which they live. And the slavery and
bondage in which they live is often the
things that we described earlier in what
the things that people are, what the
things are that soldiers carry into
battle, their emotions. their

hate, their their

hopelessness. All of those types of
things are the things that often people
experience. Hopefully those are things
that we Christians are not into,

because Jesus has delivered us. We follow
Jesus. We live a good life

spiritually, because he reigns within us.
And Ruth also says, Your people shall

be my people. And this is a very
important thing. And it's an important
thing right now with this CityFest thing.
Your people shall be my people. Because
basically what we're doing is we're
inviting people to come to church.

We would like people to come. It doesn't
have to be this church necessarily,
although I highly recommend it.

But we want people

to be part of us.

It's important, and this is one of the
things that missionaries do. It's
especially important in places where
missionaries are not welcome, and they're
out there crusading in the name of
Christ, trying to show people the better
way of life through Jesus Christ.

It's hard to explain to

people that there are

other people in this world that want to
welcome you into fellowship. Quite

often, the people in these foreign lands
don't get to have the same kind of
fellowship that we have. They're They're
not going to have a picnic for

believers after a service. That just
isn't going to happen. They have to keep
their their faith secret. But at the same
time, and I can tell you from
missionaries that I've talked to, these
new converts to Christianity do seek out
fellowship. They want the fellowship. The
fellowship builds them up. It

helps them, it strengthens them. And
fellowship is good for us as well,
because it strengthens us. And so

Naomi, or Ruth says, Your people shall be
my people. And it's very, very important
that people are welcomed into the church.
Not necessarily welcomed into this
congregation, or any congregation in
Reno, but they're welcomed into the
whole church, the bride of Christ.

But it's not always easy. Making that
that transition from the

old way into the new way can be

really, really difficult. And

in in Luke the 14th

chapter, here's what Jesus says.

If anyone comes to me and does not hate
his own father and mother, and wife and
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children, and brothers and sisters, yes,
and even his own life, he cannot

be my disciple. Maybe some of you have
had an experience like I have when I know
that there's some scripture that I want
to quote and I look it up to make sure
that I get the quote right. And when I
find it, I look at it and I think, oh my
goodness, why can't God say what I want
him to say?

That seems what we just read is a very
harsh statement. At least that's the way
that it comes across. And I look through.
Different translations and they didn't
help. They said the same thing

and I finally found. translation that
that was a little softer, but the

problem is it was too soft, and it just
missed the point. And the point here is
that the word hate,

when you go back and you look at where it
comes from in this context,

actually means, from a Semitic language,
it means to love less

than. And so what we're being told is not
to actually hate people, but

to love themlLess than

we love God. And remember, it talks here
about, you know, hating your your
parents. One of the commandments is honor
your father and mother.

We're to love others as we love
ourselves. So this isn't really about
hating people for their destruction,

but what it's about is honoring God

and and in honoring God we follow his
commandments. And we also love

our parents, our family. We love

those around us, and we love ourselves.
And this is a hard thing sometimes for
people who are brought up in cultures
where hate is

is the way things are, that women are

put down, that people are held in bondage
and slavery. It's hard to get that across
to people, that Jesus is about love.
Jesus wants us to love one another. and
Jesus loves you. But there's a

lot of times we think that that would be
such a good, joyous message to people.
But remember, people are

being asked to come out of their former
lives and into a new life

in Christ, a life that they don't know
what it's going to carry for them. But
they can look back on the life that they
have now, the life of bondage

and feel a certain amount of security in
that. And that's what they want to return
to. Remember that when people were
wandering around in the desert for 40
yvears, a lot of them wanted to go back.
They'd been taken out of the house of
slavery, and they didn't get what they
wanted by following the Lord. And they
wanted to go back. If only

they had been faithful and hung in there,
they would have eventually made it to the
Promised Land. But they didn't.
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And that's one of the things that
missionaries face is,

Not just telling people about

Jesus, not just telling them the good
news of Jesus Christ, but bringing them
into fellowship. Bringing them into
fellowship in a way that is going to
strengthen their relationship with Jesus.
And this is a hard thing. It's not just a
hard thing in a foreign land. It's a hard
thing right here in Reno. And

one of the things that that God

talks about is

You don't make images of God, okay?
That's one of the things that we know, is
you're not supposed to make an image of
God. Now, other religions make

images, and they bow down and they
worship those images, but we're not
supposed to do that. God is Spirit,

and we're to remember that. And because
God is Spirit, He's everywhere

all the time. He's not bound to a piece
of land, and He's not bound to our
imagination. We're not to make an

image of God. However,

if we're not allowed to do something, is
God allowed to do it?And in the first
chapter of Genesis, it says that the
Trinity says to himself, let us make man
in our own image. And I

can tell you what this does not mean. It
does not mean that we are little gods. It
does not mean that we will ever become a
God, and it does not mean that we can
speak for God other than what is
contained in the Scriptures. And people
don't get that. And you find all sorts of
wacky versions of so-called

Christianity that are going to try

and teach that. But that's not what it
means. What does it mean?Well,

I don't know. Theologians have debated
this for. centuries, or

thousands of years, actually. What does
it mean to be in the image of God?

And who 1is it that actually is

bearing this image of God?I remember
back when I was a boy, and my
grandmother, my grandmother was

a huge Christian. She She was just

rock solid faith.

And in her living room, she had a

picture of Jesus. It was on the wall. It
was big. It was like that. And it was in
the living room. And I used to see it,
and I'd kind of cringe a little bit
because I was like, We don't do that.
We're not Catholic.

Here's the thing. My grandfather was not
a Christian. And I would

imagine that when my grandmother put that
picture up on the wall in the living room,
that perhaps she had counted the cost.

I know that she paid the cost for

years and years and years.

My grandfather did not want anybody
invited over to the house, because in the
house was this huge picture
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of Jesus. And I kept thinking,

Yeah, you don't make an image of God, and
Jesus is God. But then it

occurred to me one day that in the living
room, There actually was an image

of God, and it wasn't that picture.

It was my grandmother

and she was

invested in the Kingdom.

And when I say that she was invested in
the Kingdom, I don't mean this phony, you
know, prosperity gospel stuff. I mean,
her life was invested in the Kingdom.

She went to church. She read the Bible
when she was sick. She would pray and
then take a little nip out of the bottle
she kept in her closet.

That's actually true.

But she was invested in the kingdom. And
when you invest in something, you want a
dividend. You want to see a return on
your investment. I'm the dividend.

I'm the return on investment. That

was my grandmother. And that's what she
meant to me. And in her, I

saw the image of God. I didn't realize
it at the time, but that's what

she was representing to me, was the image
of God. That's what missionaries do, 1is
they represent the image of God. And
it's a tough thing to do, because

you really have to live a very
disciplined life. A lot more

disciplined than I like to live, I can
tell you that. But that's what you have
to do, and that's what missionaries do.
We don't always realize how much they
give up in order to join

the spiritual fight for people's

souls. And they're led

by the hand of God. You see

missionaries and you wonder, Why would
this person give up their life and go
live in a foreign land like they do?It's
because of being directed by the hand of
God. Why would somebody go downtown

and work with the drug addicts and the
and the homeless people and

people that our parents tell us,

Stay away from them. Why would people do
that?It's because they're directed by the
hand of God, and they're ordinary

people. They're just common people,

often like you and I, but God

calls them and they respond.

God calls each one of us. And we

are required to respond. That's the Great
Commission. Each one of us

bears a responsibility to tell people
about Jesus Christ.

We're to be ready to do this in season
and out of season. It doesn't matter
what's going on. We need to be ready. We
need to be prepared and we get ready

and we get prepared. by coming to church,
by being involved in the

church activities like Bible

studies or the children's

program after school on Wednesdays.



622 We also get involved by

623 fellowship out in the parking lot with
624 the with the meal. If you read

625 the 0ld Testament, even the New

626 Testament, the amount of fellowship that

627 takes place around a meal is just

628 staggering. You know, we

629 Christians need to beef up a little bit,
630 you see. It's not just missionaries that
631 are called to spread the word of Christ.
632 Each one of us has

633 has a story to tell. It's our testimony.
634 And you know the thing about Ruth, about
635 Naomi, is after Ruth

636 makes her pledge and says, I'll follow
637 God. I'll be with you to the very end.
638 What is the next thing that Naomi says?
639 She says, Oh, God's treated me

640 harshly. God hasn't really been that

641 great to me. I'm bitter.

042 Well, actually, that's her

643 testimony, because she was always loyal
644 to God, and now God is leading her

645 out of the of the land of Moab.

646 He's leading her out of that

647 pagan land. She has her

048 daughter-in-law, a great woman, Ruth, to
649 be her companion. We sometimes talk

650 about God sightings. Did you see

651 God in your life this week?What was your
652 God sighting this week?There are so many
653 God sightings that we don't see in our
654 lives. He's there. His hand is

655 guiding us, and that should give us
656 confidence. That should give us strength.
657 That should build us up, and that should

658 let us know that we're not alone in this.
659 The Holy Spirit is with us. The Holy
660 Spirit. comes with us,

661 or actually, we go with the Holy Spirit.
662 Ruth says, Where you go, I will go. And
663 where the Holy Spirit goes, that's where

664 we go. And sometimes it's to a foreign
665 land, but a lot of times it's right here,
666 and a lot of times it's as simple as

667 being handed opportunities like
668 CityFest, okay?

669 In our daily lives, we have these

670 opportunities all the time. And

671 we just need to respond to them. We need
672 to be ready in season and out of

673 season. And sometimes,

674 we just blow it. When I was

675 in college, I had a professor. His name
676 was James Barber. And Professor

677 Barber, early in his academic career,
678 got his bachelor's degree with the

679 intention that he was going to become a
680 pastor. He was a great man of God.

681 But as things happen sometimes, you don't

682 always get to go with your plans. You go
683 with the plans of God. And as it turned
684 out, he didn't become a pastor because he
685 didn't go to seminary. Instead, he

686 became a professor of early American

687 literature. And being a man of

688 God, Professor Barber never missed an

689 opportunity to point out to his

690 students. Where God
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appeared in early American

literature, in the in the early novels
and the early stories that were

published in the United States between
the years 1830 and the Civil War,

there was this presence of God. God was
part of the fabric of our of our

society, and so the

professor. was really, truly a

man of God. This was a secular
university, and he would preach to his
class. And somehow, by the hand of God,
he got away with it. So,

there was this one Monday morning where
he came to class and he said, Let me tell
you about what happened to me this
weekend. He said, It was Saturday
morning, and I was sitting in the living
room, and I was watching TV, and my wife
came up to me and she said, 'I want to go
to an antique store.'And he said, Go
ahead.

And she said, I want you to go with

me. And he said, I've got a lot to

do. And she said, You're watching

TV. He said,

Look, I have to mow the lawn and I have
to do other things out in the in the
yvard. And after that, I've got to
straighten up the garage. And she said,
You're watching TV. And he finally gave
in. And he went with her, downtown
Albuquerque, to an antique

store. And he goes in with her,

and he's there for not

even 10 minutes, and he's starting to get
angry. And it's really bubbling up inside
of him. He doesn't want to be there.

He doesn't even want to mow the lawn or
anything like that. He wants to watch TV.
He's missing the end of the game.

And he just feels this anger, and he
tells his wife, he says, You know what?
I'm going to go outside, and I'm going to
wait for you out there. And she says,
Okay. And he goes out, and he's standing
in the parking lot. And as he's standing
there, this elderly woman comes along,
and she says, very politely,

Excuse me, sir, can you tell me where the
bus stop is?And he looks around, and

he goes, It's over there. She

says, Thank you, sir, and starts

to walk off. She goes a few feet, and she
comes back, and she says,

The bus stop is across the street?

He's like, Yeah, the bus stop's across
the street, lady. See it?She

says, Okay. She says,

How do I get across the street?

He says, Well, you go down to the corner
and you cross the street. Just wait for
the light. There's a light?

Yeah, yeah there's a light. So I have to
wait for the light. Yes, look. There's a
crowd of people standing on the corner,
OK?Go down, be with them, and when they
go across the street, you go across the
street. Thank you, sir. She
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goes down to the corner, light changes,
she goes across the street, goes down to
the bus stop, and hopefully gets on the
right bus. And what Professor Barbour
said was,What I did to that woman

was an example of man's inhumanity

to man. Because if she

had asked me, why are you treating me
this way, Sir?He could not have said with
any credibility at all. What I do, I

do to the honor and glory of my Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

How many times are we caught in
situations where we think back

and we say, oh, you know what?

I could have done something that gave
glory to God, but instead, I

made it all about me.

We are to be ready to give an account of
our faith in the season and out

of season. This month, we're going to
hear from a few missionaries, and they're
going to tell you about how

they and other people like them have
given their lives to Christ. And they've
given it in in ways that we don't

even think of. For example,

we have we have missionaries

out in the field

who are women

who have gone to lands,

foreign lands, and dedicated their lives
to being there. And in doing so,

they have given up any hope of

marriage or having a family. A family

in the sense that we know a family with
with a spouse and children.

That's one of the things that our
missionaries give up. Our missionaries
give up things like

some of them are extremely well educated,
like medical doctors.

They could be making a lot of money

if they would just follow through with
their medical practice, but they've
chosen to give it up. and

go to another country

where, in some cases, they can't even get
a license to practice. These are the
things that our missionaries give

up. And I wonder what 1is

it that God calls us to give up

in our lives. And we are

we are to be ready to be ambassadors for
Christ all the time.

The Great Commission applies to
everybody. Everywhere.

And we are called to be ready to give an
accounting of our faith in season

and out of season. And that season

is now. Let's pray.

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you that you
call us not just into fellowship with
you, but you call us into fellowship with
other people. You call us into fellowship
with people that, quite frankly.

we would rather not be in fellowship
with, people that we would rather avoid.
But nevertheless, you put them in our
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lives. And so we ask that this day you
would give us courage, you would give us
strength, you would give us

your supernatural ability to

go in, have fellowship with

people that don't really

want necessarily to have fellowship with
us, and help us to always

be readyTo give an accounting of our
faith in season and out of

season. And we pray this, Lord Jesus, in
your precious name. We pray it in your
name because it is by your

strength and your strength alone that

we can carry on the Great Commission. It
is by your strength and your strength
alone that we can live the lives that you
call us to live. And we pray this, dear
Jesus, 1n your name. In Jesus

name we pray. In Jesus name,

Amen. And now as we come to the

time of communion.



