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Well, like we did last year, in the weeks
leading up to Easter, this year we once
again are going to bless

ourselves as God's family here by hearing
from voices out of our congregation

as messages are brought to us by

others other than the normal guy.

This was a great blessing to me and I
believe and heard a blessing to many
others last year. This year, kind of on a
little bit smaller scale, but over the
next few weeks, we're going to be hearing
from some other folks out of our
congregation. Today we're going to be
hearing from Stan Schmidt.

Stan has been a faithful

worshiper with us over the last many
years, sitting right there

on Sunday mornings. Um

And many of you know and have been
blessed by Stan's

uncommonly deep thinking

and and really wonderful gift for
communication. Written communication is
what we're familiar with so far, but he's
blessed us at many times in

our devotional booklets right up to the
one that we're enjoying right now leading
up to Easter today. What What

some of you may know, but many of you
perhaps don't know,is that among

his many, and i he can list them for you
later if if he wants or you can ask him,
but among his many advanced degrees

includes a degree in theology.
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He and I have spent some time together
chatting every once in a while about
things theological. I have enjoyed his
insights and and fellowship.

Another thing that you may not know is
that Stan is a gifted writer.

And in some ways, I1'd say probably an
extraordinarily gifted writer, because
what he's most known for around the world
is math curriculum

books. Now that sounds exciting, doesn't
it?But he's written a whole

curriculum from basic math all the way, I
believe, up to calculus, under the
heading Life of Fred. That

sounds like a math book, doesn't it?And I
actually have not seen them, but I've
heard about them. And in these books,
Stan teaches math concepts

by using interesting life

circumstances and

engaging puzzles to teach math,

which sounds to me like quite a chore
that he set for himself. And And then all
these math creaking books that people are
using in home schools in various places,
I think around the world. I'm I'm
fascinated by that. I mean, how do you
how do you write, you know, about
somebody going into the grocery store and
then stopping for a moment, you know, to
do a differential equation or a

quadratic equation to figure out what

they're going to buy in the grocery store
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that day?I don't know. But apparently
he's able to do that. So I'm really
excited to welcome my friend Stan Schmidt
to come and preach for us today. But
before he comes, I'm going to read the
scripture for us. As we

continue, oh you know one other thing to
mention, this life of Fred idea

makes me think of our

theme as we head into Easter, you know,
behold the man. We're going to look at
Jesus as we head into Easter. Stan's
going to help us do that today. But I
think, you know, life of Fred, you know,
it's really life of everybody that we're
talking about here, for it is good for
everyone to prepare for Easter, and it's
good for everyone as they do so. To look
to Jesus. Well, we're going to keep
trying to do that today. We're going to
do it using texts from Ecclesiastes

and the Gospel of John. Hear the word of
God, first from Ecclesiastes chapter

2, verses four through 6, and then
chapter 11. I made great

works. I built houses and planted
vineyards for myself. I made myself
gardens and parks and planted in them all
kinds of fruit trees. I made myself pool
from which to water the forest of
growing trees. And then skipping down to
verse 11. Then I considered all

that my hands had done and the toil I had
expended in doing it. And behold,

all was vanity and a striving after



208

209 wind. And there was nothing to be gained
210

211 under the

212

213 sun. 16

214

215 You did not choose me, but I
216

217 chose you, and appointed you that you
218

219 should go and bear fruit, and that your
220

221 fruit should abide, should last,

222

223 so that whatever you ask the Father in my
224

225 name, he may give it to you.

226

227 Well, let's welcome Stan to our. pulpit
228

229 this morning.

230

231 As we look at Jesus' life,

232

233 we see the things he has

234

235 done, the stories he's

236

237 told, and the promises he's

238

239 made. You've heard a

240

241 million sermons about the things Jesus
242

243 has done, and a million

244

245 sermons about the stories he's told.
246

247 But the promises that Jesus has made
248

249 are what really excite me.

250

251 The average member of the congregation
252

253 generally knows

254

255 one of his promises.

256

257 They can recite it, you know, he died on
258

259 the cross, and because of that, somehow
260

261 or another, I get to go to heaven.

262

263 But ask a member, what are

264

265 other promises that Jesus has made?
266

267 And you hear silence.

268

269 One cynic has written, The one
270

271 promise of God is pie in the

272

273 sky when you die.

274

275 In today's New Testament reading,

276



277 Jesus said, I chose you

278

279 to go and bear fruit.

280

281 Now, bearing fruit is the kind of obvious
282

283 stuff. You know, give a cup of cold
284

285 water, ohh visit somebody in the
286

287 hospital, or listen to your

288

289 spouse when she complains.

290

291 That's bearing good fruit.

292

293 But the second part of his sentence,
294

295 Jesus' sentence, is the real shocker.
296

297 He wrote, he said, I choose you to
298

299 go and bear fruit, fruit that will
300

301 last.

302

303 That's a promise.

304

305 Jesus 1s promising us,
306

307 his followers, that

308

309 somehow or another, what
310

311 we do in love,will

312

313 last. A

314

315 real loving act is changing a
316

317 diaper.

318

319 I watched my wife do it and with male
320

321 ego as big as all outdoors,

322

323 I said, I'm going to do it and I'm going
324

325 to do it right. You know,

326

327 cloth diaper and you

328

329 run a safety pin through your hairTo make
330

331 it go in easily, I got nods in the
332

333 audience on that one.

334

335 And happily, happily, I did
336

337 not pin my daughter's belly to thediaper.
338
339 With only a little trickle of sweat on my
340

341 forehead, I announced to my

342

343 wife, See, that's how it's done.
344

345 The diaper change will last forever.
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One and done.

Fruit does not last.

Fruit that lasts sounds crazy.

Some people I've talked to said that
Jesus really didn't mean it

literally. If he had wanted

to take it seriously,He might have said
that we should bring forth mountains that
will last, or build church buildings that
will last a thousand years. But

fruit?

Was Jesus joking?

After all, he joked on many occasions.
Elton Trueblood's book, The Humor of
Christ, is filled with examples.

Maybe when Jesus said, I choose you to
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
he was speaking of a kind of

recycling.

When we obey the commands to love,

when we plan a birthday party, or speak
words of forgiveness, or

make coffee for the coffee hour,

that's a kind of stone in the

pond ripple.

The waves are big to start with, but then
they spread out and they diminish.
Everyone knows

that you can't see the ripples an hour
after you've thrown the stone in the
water.

You can't hear great grandpas
whispering to his wife those

words of love. Can't hear him.
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You can't eat last year's banana.

How can fruit last

forever?

When it comes to really difficult
questions, we have to turn

to Hollywood.

This singer and dancer

Right there is a singer, a

dancer, and an actress who was

known for the fruit that she wore in her
hat.

She made 14 Hollywood films

and wore the fruit hat in every one of
them.

This has got to be the fruit that lasts.
One year, she was the highest

paid Hollywood entertainer.

In another year, she was voted in a
national survey the third

most popular personality in the

United States. Here's the

second photo of that star.

She died when I was 11 years old.

Now, okay. participation. How

many of you recognize and could name her
name?One, two, three, four, five, six,
seven. 32 of you, okay.

Ohh Good at that, math, remember, math is
mine.

If my grandson preaches from this pulpit
20 years ago, there won't be

32 left.

In Hollywood, fruit does not last.
Famous fruit like that. Gone. See?

Was Jesus thinking of the fruit of



484

485 our labor to become

486

487 compost that finally

488

489 fertilizes another generations of love?
490

491 If he meant that, he could have

492

493 said it more directly, I choose you to go
494

495 and bear fruit, fruit that will be

496

497 recycled indefinitely.

498

499 Or maybe he meant fruit that will last a
500

501 long time.

502

503 After all, when a woman gets a

504

505 permanent

506

507 well Everybody knows it's not permanent.
508

509 I helped paint the walls in the church
510

511 that it was at years ago, and

512

513 two years after that, the church burned
514

515 down.

516

517 The athletic clubs in Reno

518

519 are eager to tell you to come and work
520

521 out at their facilities. They advertise
522

523 that you can get a great body,
524

525 but which club advertises

526

527 That that great body will last.
528

529 Do you know what an ossuary is?
530

531 Learn something new here. It's the
532

533 place where they place the bones of the
534

535 dead.

536

537 There's one in France at Verdun.
538

539 It took 10 years to build it.
540

541 Verdun was a major battlefield in World
542

543 War I.

544

545 At that battlefield in France,

546

547 130,000, that's a

548

549 number from math, 130,000
550

551 bodies were found.

552
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That's a lot of bodies.

Soldiers, they were French and German,
and their bones were placed in this
famous ossuary.

If you walk on the grounds, you can view
the bones through windows that have been
placed there.

Fruit that will last.

Bones without names.

The promise of World War I was, everybody
knows, the war to end all wars.

If our bones have

been placed in that ossuary,

If we had been one of those that had been
shot, or had frozen

in the trenches, or had

suffered gangrene and a lingering death,
how might we have felt if we had seen
into the future,

and as we lay dying, seeing that the
carnage of World War I, World War

II, would be 21 years ahead?

My prayer to God is I want

to bear fruit that lasts.

I don't I don't want it to turn out to be
some kind of fruit that lasts like an
oxymoron, like a full-length bikini.

I want, dear God,

your words to not be some kind of joke.
I want my efforts

to not be just some anonymous,

forgotten contribution to the great
recycling of love in the

universe.

I want my work to be the hands and heart
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of my heart to last, to

last longer than the guarantee on a used
car.

So I pray to God.

I say, you've made this promise,

to bear fruit that lasts. If

these had been my words and my boasts,
I would blush for the

shame of their boldness. I'm

only a man. I would

love you as you, dear

God, command me to do.

There is much joy in doing that.

When I kiss my wife.

When I say a kind word to the clerk at
the store. When I give a blood
donation at the local blood bank. I
am loving you, oh God.

But how does a kiss, a kind

word, a pint of blood

last?Not any

monument.

Monuments decay. not in any news
report, they fade away.

So finally,

let's know that Jesus

really meant,

literally, exactly what he said.

In some sense, 1in some

sense there's an obvious answer.

If you ask a child,

how does the fruit that we bear last?
That child might answer with a simple

question.
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Don't you think God will

remember?

Just give me a second. I need to finish
my notes. One second.

Don't you think

God knows?

Amen. Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, we are grateful for
your promise to us that we

actually can do things. We can make
fruit, as you have appointed us to do,
that will last. And they will

last

because they are done for

you, with you, in your name.

And things that are in you last.

You last forever. You

are before the beginning and you are
after the end. And everything in
between in your hands

lasts.

Lord, help us take this to heart, to look
to you, Jesus,

behold the man, to

find the one in whom we can do

things, we can participate in

things that really matter and

that really last.

Lord, we we pray now

for thosewho have asked us to

pray, and we believe that even

this is fruit that will last,

as by our love for one another

and according to your call and your will,

we pray. We pray
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to you and we pray for those that we are
concerned for. And so

we pray for our church as

we continue our search for staff people.
Lord, we pray for

Christians in Syria who are being
persecuted and killed.

Lord, we pray for June and Jolt, and
for Joanne, and for D&D

in the midst of their

challenges, health concerns,

and life difficulties. Lord, we

pray for the Belante family and the
Maxson family.

In their time of loss,

Lord, we pray for our neighbors next
door. We pray

for those serving in the military,
grateful for their service,

for Noah and Taryn, for Cody and
Matthew, for Weston and Chase and

Levi and Gary and Molly and Brian

and Anna and Margaret and

Benjamin and Chandler.

Lord, some of us know some of these
people. I doubt that anyone here

knows all of them. But

Lord, you know each and every one. You
know their circumstances, you know their
needs, and we pray to you

for them. Lord,

hear us now as we share together

in the special prayer that you taught us,

saying, Our Father, who



829 art in heaven,Hallowed be thy

830

831 name, thy kingdom come,

832

833 thy will be done on earth as
834

835 it is in heaven. Give us this
836

837 day our daily bread, and

838

839 forgive us our sins as we

840

841 forgive those who sin against us.
842

843 And lead us not into temptation,
844

845 but deliver us from evil. For thine
846

847 is the kingdom, and the power,

848

849 and the glory forever. Amen.

850

851 Let's stand and sing together our closing
852

853 hymn. It's number 584, Go
854

855 Labor On. We're going to do verses 1
856

857 through 4.

858

859 Ohh

860

861 still. Go

862

863 labor on, 'tis

864

865 not for naught.

866

867 Your earth due us 1is

868

869 heavenly gain.

870

871 Men heed you, love you,
872

873 praise you not. The

874

875 master praises

876

877 what are men.

878

879 No labor on enough

880

881 while here. If

882

883 he should praise you, if
884

885 he deigned,

886

887 you're within a heart to
888

889 mark and cheer.

890

891 No toil for him shall
892

893 be in

894

895 vain.

896



