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    The Bible, Plain & Simple

Three Assumptions:

1. The Bible is rooted in reality.

· The Bible is firmly planted in real geography. The fertile crescent, forming a land bridge linking Europe, Asia and Africa, is the geographic setting of the Bible. In this place God established His people and sent His Son into the world. It is no accident that the land itself plays a major role in God’s covenant with Israel and in His plan for redemption.

· The Bible emerges from real history. Setting out to redeem humanity, God carries out His plan on the stage of history. The Bible must be read and understood against the backdrop of historical peoples, nations and events spanning thousands of years.

2. The Bible is a unified literary whole.

· The Bible contains a diversity of forms and styles. The Bible was written over 1,500 years by at least 45 different authors. It is important to consider literary forms in order best to understand what the Bible says.

· The Bible presents a unified message. Every part of Scripture is best studied and understood in light of the whole. Through its many forms and styles, the Bible, in its final form, is a unified literary work. It is linear in structure, its protagonist is God, its conflict is sin and its theme is redemption.

3. The Bible is the inspired Word of God

· The Bible is the Word of God. “All Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16), by which we understand that the Bible is inspired in the highest sense of that word, and that its human authors “…were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21) to write the very words of Scripture, all the while employing their own talents and abilities to do so.
(*With thanks to Rev. Tom Brewer & Dr. Bill Creasy of Logos Ministries, Los Angeles)

